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By April Knutson

On Christmas Eve, December 24, 
2022, Bishop William Barber of the 
Poor People’s Campaign delivered a 

speech calling for a cease fire in Ukraine 
and everywhere on earth. “The cost 
of war is too high. We need cease fires 
everywhere.”

First, Bishop Barber stressed that there 
must be a cease fire in Ukraine to stop 
the overwhelming massacres of civilians 
facing attacks and death in their homes, 
workplaces and schools. Further, the 
deaths of military forces on both sides are 
massive.

Bishop Barber went on to say that 
Ukrainians are not the only people 
adversely affected by this war. There is 
a severe economic impact on people 
around the world, “especially the poorest 
people in the Global South.” From many 
news reports and analyses, we know that 
people in Africa are starving and freezing 
because the war has disrupted shipments 
of much-needed grain and fuel.

Bishop Barber then stressed that “our 
whole planet is at risk, as the war leads 
to an increase in fossil fuels being mined 
and shipped around the globe.” I would 
add that the movement of troops and 
weapons greatly augments carbon emis-
sions that impact our climate on earth.

We all know that Eisenhower, in his 
farewell address, warned of the dan-
ger of the military-industrial complex. 
But Bishop Barber informed us that 
Eisenhower initially said the problem 
was the congressional-military-industrial 

complex. This is revealing for highlight-
ing the role of Congress in supporting 
the military budget and the weapons 
manufacturers. Rather than scrutiniz-
ing and limiting these huge and deadly 
expenditures, Congress often approves 
so-called defense budgets in excess of 
what administrations and the military 
have asked for.

“The Poor People’s Campaign found that 
the U.S. alone has spent $21 trillion on 
war, militarized borders and incarcera-
tion over the past two decades,” Bishop 
Barber asserted. He added that the 2022 

military budget of $858 billion was 
greater than the entire national budgets 
of 174 countries. Just think what this 
money could buy for the people of our 
country: free medical care, free child 
care, free pre-school, adequate housing 
for everyone!

Bishop Barber also sounded a warning 
that the war in Ukraine increases the 
threat of nuclear escalation in Europe. 
A nuclear war would threaten all people 
in a large swath of Europe and the 
radiation could affect all life—human, 
plant, animal—on earth.

We need a cease fire now!
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MILITARY CONTRACTORS IN MINNESOTA 
By April Knutson

On October 7, 2022, Department of Defense officials met 
with Minnesota executives from 75 defense contractors 
and other industries to urge them to play a much larger 

role in national security and defense projects. (See article in the 
October 8th issue of the StarTribune, reported by Dee DePass.)

“Minnesota is already involved in our national security, but 
Minnesota can play a bigger role. The bottom line is Minnesota 
needs to do more,” said U.S. Representative Betty McCollum. 
At that time, McCollum chaired the U.S. House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Defense.

U.S. Defense Undersecretary Heidi Shyu  told the assembled 
executives that the Defense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency (DARPA) “aimed to bring together the best technology, 
academic, business and military minds and to spur innovative 
projects that improve national security.”

In addition to local weapons manufacturers, officials from 
Cargill, Greater MSP and the Minnesota Department of 
Employment and Economic Development attended. Obviously, 

national security meant more than producing more weapons 
of war. This is encouraging, meaning that food production and 
technological innovations are considered important to our 
country’s security.

But it is interesting that there are arms manufacturers in 
Minnesota. Here is a partial list of these companies, all of 
whom were represented at the October 7th conclave:

• Northrup Grumman 
 —Plymouth, Minnesota

• BAE Systems 
 —Fridley, Minnesota

Northrop Grumman is expanding their Plymouth operations. The 
State of Minnesota will provide $600,000 in loans for the expan-
sion and $700,000 in grants from a job-creation fund for the 600 
engineering jobs to develop precision-guided artillery kits.

BAE Systems, a British company, develops naval guns, 
launchers, artillery, advanced weapons and precision 
munitions.

During the Vietnam War, peace organizations including 
WILPF-MN picketed Minneapolis-based Honeywell to protest 
their production of cluster bombs being used against civilians 
in Vietnam. Perhaps we could organize some protests at these 
contractors’ sites and call for an end to production of these 
weapons. And we could contact our legislators to ask that state 
grants be given to creation of peaceful, green jobs.    
knuts001@umn.edu 

Northrop Grumman is expanding their Plymouth oper-
ations. The State of Minnesota will provide $600,000 
in loans for the expansion and $700,00 in grants from 

a job-creation fund for the 600 engineering jobs to 
develop precision-guided artillery kits.

“It is no time to quit.”
In a survey we sent to members of WILPF-MN we asked:

“Can we make space for something new to happen, new ways of envision-
ing WILPF’s work for freedom, peace with justice in Minnesota?”

Summary of the replies: “It is no time to quit.”

 October 24, 2022, six of us met in the Minneapolis Nokomis Library 
to discuss the comments on the future of WILPF-MN. 

A hundred years ago in 1922 to that day nine suffragists met at the St. 
Paul Women’s City Club to officially launch a Minnesota Branch of 
Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom to “unite women 
in one great force to end war.” 

What did we learn from the 2022 survey?  It is no time to quit!

The first response was from Corin Kagen: “Yes, to a MN Branch of 
WILPF—after 100 years it is not the time to stop. The most important 
thing we can do is EDUCATE—get knowledge out about the world and 
what is going on in a way the media is not.”  

The conversation continues.

THE HONEYWELL PROJECT
April Knutson: “The Honeywell Project—1968–
90s—needs to be studied as a case of grassroots 
organizing.”

Honeywell, based in south Minneapolis at 
the time, produced cluster bombs and other 
weapons. The Honeywell Project, a coalition 
of local/regional organizations, did 6 months 
research, met with employees, company man-
agers and shareholders, and succeeded to make 
visible the corporate role in war.

Marv Davidov (1931-2012), one of the found-
ers of the Honeywell Project, is quoted by 
Joanne Sheehan in War Resisters International: 
“Given the permanent war economy, the move-
ment must be local, regional, national and 
international to be effective.”

https://wri-irg.org/en/story/2006/
honeywell-project

• Verterra Energy 
 —St. Paul, Minnesota

• Alliant Tech Systems 
 —Plymouth, Minnesota

www.wilpfmn.org
mailto:knuts001@umn.edu
https://wri-irg.org/en/story/2006/honeywell-project
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For information on all the finalists: 
https://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/

For a list all books honored since 1953: 
https://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/all-books/

2023 Jane Addams Children’s Book Awards

This is the 70th anniversary of the Jane Addams Peace 
Association Children’s Book Award. The team of parents, 
teachers, activists and educators select books of literary 

and aesthetic excellence “to deepen understanding of peace and 
justice for children and their adults through reflection, dialogue, 
and social action.”

Winner in Younger Children category:
Choosing Brave: How 
Mamie Till-Mobley and 
Emmett Till Sparked the 
Civil Rights Movement, 
by Angela Joy, illustrator 
Janelle Washington, pub-
lisher Roaring Press.

Winner in Older Children 
category:
Undercover Latina, autor Aya De 
León, publisher Candlewick Press.

Two Honor Books named for Younger Children:
Sanctuary: Kip Tiernan and Rosie’s Place, the Nation’s First 
Shelter for Women, author Christine McDonell, illustrator 
Victoria Tentler-Krylov, publisher Candlewick Press. 

Ida B. Wells, Voice of Truth: Educator, Feminist, and Anti-
Lynching Civil Rights Leader, by Michelle Duster,  illustrator 
Laura Freeman, publisher Godwin Books, imprint of Henry 
Holt & Co.

Two Honor Books for Older Children:
Yonder, author Ali Standish, publisher HarperCollins.

Swim Team, by Johnnie Christmas, publisher Harper Alley, 
imprint of HarperCollins Publishers.

______________________

The 2023 JAPA Awards ceremony will be April 25 at the Winter 
Garden of the Harold Washington Cultural Center, south-side 
Chicago. 

WILPF-MN plans an award presentation to one or more local 
schools in April 2023.

A 21st Century Economic Bill of Rights
A cohesive 21st Century Economic Bill of Rights is proposed “that will guarantee all people residing in the United States the 
right to the essentials of a good life regardless of their income, race, religion, gender, sexual orientation, or country of origin.” 
One proposal put forward is an iteration of an Economic Bill of Rights. Actually each of the ten points has a related bill 
already introduced in Congress. 

https://pdamerica.org/economicbillofrights/ 

https://prospect.org/economy/
economic-bill-rights-21st-century/;

Bernie Sanders OpEd, The Guardian,  
9 January 2023.    https://berniesanders.
com/21st-century-economic-bill-of-rights/

[COMMENT: This is a plan likely agreeable to 
voters across the political spectrum.  The Climate 
Crisis is the number one concern among voters—
especially young voters. Should climate be higher 
on the list? Some also suggest the preamble should 
be broader and reflect concerns for all life on the 
planet and the rights of nature.]  
   

All Americans are entitled to:
1. A useful job that pays a living wage.

2. A voice in the workplace through a union and collective bargaining.

3. Comprehensive quality health care.

4. Complete cost-free public education and access to broadband internet.

5. Decent, safe, affordable housing.

6. A clean environment and a healthy planet.

7. A meaningful endowment of resources at birth, and a secure retirement.

8. Sound banking and financial services.

9. An equitable and economically fair justice system

10. Recreation and participation in civic and democratic life. 

    —Alan Minsky and Harvey Kaye, April 2022.    

https://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/
https://www.janeaddamschildrensbookaward.org/all
https://pdamerica.org/economicbillofrights/
https://prospect.org/economy/economic-bill-rights-21st-century/
https://prospect.org/economy/economic-bill-rights-21st-century/
https://berniesanders.com/21st-century-economic-bill-of-rights/
https://berniesanders.com/21st-century-economic-bill-of-rights/


4 • WILPF • MN Branch | P.O. Box 17293, Minneapolis, MN 55417 | www.wilpfmn.org

Contradictions and Solidarity: 
The UN Climate Change Conference (COP27)
by Regina Birchem 

The United Nations 27th annual Climate Change 
Conference of the Parties (COP) was held November 
6–20, 2022, in the Egyptian resort Sharm el-Sheikh on 

the Sinai Peninsula along the Red Sea.

Twenty students and two professors of Minnesota’s College of 
Saint Benedict and Saint John’s University  were granted UN 
observer status at COP27. This meant they had access to all 
venues except closed door negotiations. Daily updates were sent 
back to the campus Newsroom.

In the five states of the Upper Midwest only two other academic 
institutions were granted access in 2022—Macalester College 
and graduate students of the University of Minnesota. CSB and 
SJU students have attended international climate change meet-
ings since 2008.

Encouraged by global networking with those who shared their 
concerns to seek solutions, they also witnessed the contradic-
tions between the urgency of what is needed and the difficulty 
of gaining official serious progress.

“Every single drop of water I had in Egypt was carried in from 
somewhere else,” commented Betsy Ruckman, St. Ben’s pre-
med student, after her second experience of COP summits—the 
first one digital due to COVID, the second in person in Egypt.

[https://www.csbsju.edu/news/un-conference-2022]

A Peoples’ Forum organized alongside the negotiations of the 
official summit gave space for civil society to have a voice — 
representatives of indigenous peoples, women, youth and work-
ers, among others.

The leader of the Youth Constituency declared at the People’s 
Forum:

“Incredible young people from the global North and the global 
South are standing together in solidarity asking for action. But 
we need to look for more than hope. We need those in power to 
actually listen and implement the solutions.”

COP27: Colonialism and the Climate Crisis
The COP process, as other recent UN meetings on environ-
ment, have become increasingly compromised by the lobby-
ing and presence of large fossil fuel, water, forest, agriculture 
and other corporate interests that have become recognized as 
“stakeholders” with a place “at the table.”

Indigenous Climate Action Executive Director, Eriel Deranger 
(Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation, Canada), voiced her con-
cerns about the negotiations to Amy Goodman on Democracy 
Now during the Conference.

“The COPs have become a corporate playground as opposed to  

 
a place to come to agreements 
to address a global climate 
crisis…The question I’ve heard 
pop up here in the hallways: 
Who are we saving the planet 
for anymore?”

Tom Goldtooth (Dakota and Diné Nation), Bemidji, MN, 
Indigenous Peoples’ Network Executive Director, partici-
pated in COP summits for decades. He said what was new is 
“the report that mentions colonialism as a major factor to be 
considered as we address the climate crisis….colonialism that 
represents the financial institutions” and the “inability of world 
leaders…to really seriously address keeping fossil fuels in the 
ground.”

The Indigenous Peoples Network prepared Indigenous Principles 
of Just Transition as a basis of their philosophy and advocacy. 
“A just Transition acknowledges that as Indigenous Peoples it 
is our responsibility to the rights of our future generations to 
uphold a future life of harmony, peace, equity and justice.”

[https://www.ienearth.org/justtransition/]

Palestine: Settler Colonialism and Climate
The impact of settler colonialism is blatant and shocking in 
Palestine and the Occupied  Territories: ancient olive trees 
burned; forced migration; destruction of villages, homes, 
schools, forests; diversion of water; illegal resource consuming 
Jewish settlements. 

Colonialism is now recognized as a global threat to the envi-
ronment along with climate change, habitat destruction, over 
exploitation, loss of biodiversity, invasive species and pollution.

Palestinian scientist and author, Mazin Qumsiyeh, returned 
to his native home after his career at Duke University and 
Yale to found the Palestinian Museum of Natural History and 
the Palestinian Institute for Biodiversity & Sustainability in 
Bethlehem where he serves as voluntary Director.

Arrested twelve times and suffered rib fractures, Mazin contin-
ues to teach, write and resist. What is his message? 

The COPs have become a corporate playground 
as opposed to a place to come to agreements to 
address a global climate crisis…The question I’ve 

heard pop up here in the hallways:  
Who are we saving the planet for anymore?

continued on page 5

www.wilpfmn.org
https://www.csbsju.edu/news/un-conference-2022
https://www.ienearth.org/justtransition/
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Resist. Liberate yourself from the chains of mind coloniza-
tion. Heal your traumas and injuries to discover your strength. 
Solutions lie in Research. Education, Conservation. Activism 
in a colonized land means stay in resistance and expand your 
knowledge and education as a form of empowerment.

Stay in resistance and empowerment. 
Tura Cook (Austin, Texas), convener of the WILPF-US  
Middle East Peace & Justice Action Committee with the Earth 
Democracy Committee interviewed Dr. Qumsiyeh from his 
office in Bethlehem. A report will be in the next Peace and 
Freedom. 

The Middle East Committee includes WILPF members 
in Lebanon and Palestine as often as possible in the 
monthly Zoom meetings.
  WILPF Issue Committees:  
  www.wilpf-us.org   
  https://wilpfus.org/our-work

A CHORUS OF STONES: THE PRIVATE LIFE OF WAR by Susan Griffin
A Book Review by Paula Staff

This book, written in 1992, is still 
relevant today. It is eloquent and 
rich with detail about one woman’s 

exploration of war, the lives of ordinary 
and extraordinary people, her personal 
history, and much more.

This writer brings you close to the front 
of World War I and World War II and 
its challenges and misery. One won-
ders the point of it all. Griffin wrote, “I 
am beginning to believe that we know 
everything, that all history, including the 
history of each family, is part of us, such 
that when we hear any secret revealed, a 
secret about a grandfather, or an uncle, 
or a secret about the battle of Dresden in 
1945, our lives are made suddenly clearer 
to us, as the unnatural heaviness of 
unspoken truth is dispersed. For perhaps 
we are like stones; our own history and 
the history of the world embedded in us, 
we hold a sorrow deep within and cannot 
weep until that history is sung.”(p.8)

Griffin is brave, going deep into her 
investigation of war, the unfolding 
development of nuclear armaments, the 
evolution of cells, and so much more. 
She observed, “There are events in our 
lives that we cannot understand because 
we keep a part of what we know away 
from understanding. War is one of those 
events. And there are other, private 
events which mystify us, as if there were 
no explanation for them except nature 
itself. That we are mystified becomes a 
habit passed from one generation to the 
next.” (p.32)

The author travels, writes and interviews 
warriors and civilians. She visits sites that 
have retained the catastrophic imprint of 
horrific acts of war and intimate human 
struggles. Griffin keeps you close to her 
side as she enters into the facts and sto-
ries of conflict and struggle. She wisely 
commented, “ There are many things 
that we know but we are not supposed to 

know. Sometimes there is a conspiracy 
to silence us. But at other times it may be 
that what we have tell is something that 
no one wants to know because what we 
say does not fit into the scheme of things 
as they are understood to be.” (p. 46)

In conclusion, this book is highly rec-
ommended. To be shown one women’s 
perspective and that of all the people she 
includes in her book is a generous gift to 
the reader. It is a remarkable accomplish-
ment, and a privilege for the reader, to 
be exposed to her thoughts, feelings, and 
expansive perspective. 

Summing it up, Griffin wrote, “The 
stories we tell ourselves, particularly the 
silent or barely audible ones, are very 
powerful. They become invisible enclo-
sures. Rooms with no air. One must open 
the window to see further, the door to 
possibility.”(p.284)

The UN Climate Change  
Conference (COP27), continued

Thank You
For  continuing to work for peace and planet

For  renewing your membership

For  contributing time, personal & financial support. 
 
Donations make possible our PO Box, the JAPA book awards, 
newsletters and more. 

To make a tax deductible donation to WILPF-MN Branch:

• Send a check to Peace Development Fund  
 (fiscal sponsor).

• In the memo line write: WILPF-US (Minnesota).

• So that Chris Wilbeck, Administrator, knows the check is  
 coming, mail the check to:
Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom -  
 US Section 
  PO Box 13075, Des Moines IA 50310 

http://www.wilpf-us.org
https://wilpfus.org/our-work


WILPF-Minnesota 
 PO Box 17293
 Minneapolis MN 55417

Annual Dues: $35  Other as you are able $_________ 

$______ An additional contribution of any amount makes you a Local MN Branch Supporter 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Address:__________________________________________________________________________

Phone:___________________________Email____________________________________________

Membership in U.S. WILPF includes International WILPF membership and membership in the MN Branch.  
Annual dues are set by National at $35. 

Dues may be paid online at www.wilpfus.org  OR  WILPF-US, PO 13075,  Des Moines, IA 50310

Local support checks to WILPF-MN, Att: Paula Staff, PO Box 17293, Minneapolis, 
MN 55417 

OR—make it easy for yourself—send MN Branch a single check made out to 
WILPF-MN for membership and local support and we will send the dues portion 
on to National. 

Single check enclosed $________________

SAVE PAPER & POSTAGE!  

Let Regina Birchem know if  
you would like to get a full-
color newsletter in email.

regbirchem@earthlink.net

Women’s International League for Peace & Freedom 
WILPF-MN, PO Box 17293, Minneapolis, MN 55417

www.wilpfus.org
mailto:regbirchem@earthlink.net

